
SANCTUARY OF URKIOLA (ABADIÑO) 
 

There are different places in the world to which people have always been attracted and one of those places 

of encounter with the sacred is the Sanctuary of Urkiola. Like so many people through the centuries, you 

too, dear visitor, you have entered this sacred place, captivated by nature, following the route of your 

ancestors and attracted by transcendence or maybe looking for something that even you do not know what is. 

 

 
Old church 

 

Dear friend, a little history to start our visit. The first stone of this temple was placed on June 13, 1899, 

festivity of Saint Anthony of Padua, but there is evidence that already in the tenth century there was a 

hermitage dedicated to Saint Anthony Abbot, patron of the field and protector of animals that, occupying 

this significant place, Christianized legends and pagan myths. 

 

In the same way, an ancient tradition recalls that Saint Anthony passed through Urkiola on the way to 

Compostela or maybe traveling to his hometown, Lisbon. Here he spent the night in his humble hospital of 

pilgrims and prayed before the image of Saint Anthony Abbot, to whom he professed such devotion that he 

adopted his name when he entered the Franciscan order. 

 

At the top of the door through which you have accessed, you can discover the silhouette of the Sanctuary. 

In its high part, you will find the figures of the two hermitages dedicated to the two Anthony and located in 

the nearby towns of Otxandio and Mañaria, where the pilgrims stopped to continue together in procession 

to the Sanctuary. In the lower part, we observe two other hermitages that are in the vicinity of the temple, it 

is the hermitage of True Cross (Saint Christ) located to the north and Saint Apollonia in the southern part. 

 



 
Project for the new temple 

 

In most of the temples there is a "Via Crucis" (Stations of the Cross). Normally it is present through images 

located on its walls, but the Via Crucis of Urkiola has two peculiar characteristics. On the one hand, there 

are small square marble mosaics with the station number, the biblical quotation and an abbreviated text in 

Basque that are on the floor of the corridor you walk through. On the other hand, the second characteristic 

is that it has 15 stations, one more than usual, because on many occasions the accompaniment of Jesus in 

his passion and death ends in his burial, forgetting that on the third day he resurrected and is among us 

until the end of time. For this reason, our Via Crucis has one station more, which corresponds to the 

Resurrection, the definitive station. 

 

Continuing, you can appreciate in front of you on top and surrounded by an aura, a delicate image of the 

Virgin Mary in attitude of presenting to others the child that has in his lap. It is a Child Jesus with adult 

appearance, meaning that the newborn is the Son of God, prior to time and the universe. We pass in front 

of the door that gives access to the chapel that we will visit later and we will stay under the pulpit. Here you 

can admire, carved in the stone, the shield of Urkiola composed by the Tau, Greek cross adopted by Saint 

Anthony Abbot, the cauldron, symbol of hospitality, and the pilgrim shell. On both sides, appear the images 

of the evangelists and their tetramorphs, symbolic figures that represent them. 

 

Without realizing it, you are facing the amazing and solemn mosaic that presides over the temple. A white 

and luminous "Tree-Cross" emerges upwards from the empty and cold winter of bare branches. In the 

spring, life is reborn and turns green again, to reach summer where everything is exuberance, light and 

greenness. The autumn, with leaves of brown and ocher tones that fall, makes us return again to the 

freezing winter, beginning a new year, a new cycle, a new life, given by Jesus, Lord of time and history. 

With him we live our life cycles until, thanks to his sacrifice on the Cross; he elevates us from the depths of 

the winter of death to full life. The mosaic summarizes the mystery of our Faith and the Cross is the tree of 

the new life, because in the tree of the cross we were saved and liberated gratuitously. 

 



 
1920. Saint Anthony’s day 

 

This majestic mosaic envelops the images of the Saint Anthony. Saint Anthony Abbot carries his 

characteristic cane with which he subjugates the "Erensuge", a seven-headed dragon that represents the 7 

deadly sins that we must overcome. To his right, the saint of the poor, and possibly the best known, Saint 

Anthony of Padua. He holds in one hand the book of the Gospels and with his other arm holds the Child 

Jesus, who appeared to him on several occasions. He is the only saint, besides San José, who is 

represented with the Child in his arms. 

 

At the back of the two saints, there is a reddish stained-glass window that resembles a burst of fire and light 

that expands its embers in all its surroundings. When sunlight penetrates through this window, inside the 

temple an impressive atmosphere of recollection is created, very usual in the summer evenings. In the 

upper part of the wall, another small window appears in which you can recognize the figure of a dove, 

which usually represents the Holy Spirit, the source of Peace and guide on our path. 

 

To the right of the altar there is, as is usual in all the temples, a crucifix. In this case, it is a peculiar carving 

made of Guayacan wood, brought from Ecuador and an African Christ hangs from it. They represent the 

universality of the church and the intense relationship of the sanctuary with the missions. 

 

Impressed with the depth of the central mosaic, we invite you to continue to the right. In the back wall next 

to the door that gives access to the sacristy, you can appreciate another simple, but no less interesting 

mosaic where the names of the canonized Basques until now appear: 

 

● PRUDENTZIO Saint Prudence (Patron Saint of Álava) 

● INAZIO Saint Ignatius of Loyola (Founder of the Society of Jesus and Patron Saint of Gipuzkoa) 

● XABIER Saint Francis Xavier (Patron Saint of Missions) 

● BALENDIN Saint Valentine of Berriotxoa (Dominic and Patron Saint of Biscay) 

● GARIKOITZ Saint Michael Garikoitz (Founder of the Missionary Company of the Sacred Heart of Jesus) 

● JOSEPA Saint Mary Joseph (First Basque woman saint and founder of the Servants of Jesus) 

● MARGARITA Blessed Margarita María López de Maturana 

 

https://diocesisvitoria.org/2017/04/san-prudencio-patron-de-la-diocesis-de-vitoria-28-de-abril/
http://www.sjloyola.org/jesuitas-de-loyola/la-compania-de-jesus/san-ignacio-de-loyola.html
https://www.santuariojaviersj.org/vida-de-san-francisco-javier/
https://www.dominicos.org/quienes-somos/grandes-figuras/santos/san-valentin-de-berrio-otxoa/
http://www.betharram.net/es/betharram-es/nos-sources-es/saint-michel-garicoits-134-es
http://www.siervasdejesus.com/-Santa-M%C2%AA-Josefa-
http://www.preguntasantoral.es/2014/07/beata-margarita-lopez-maturana/


 
1973. Saint Anthony’s day 

 

Your visit ends. But first, go to the chapel that you have passed. It is the chapel of the Blessed Sacrament. 

On the left is the image of the Virgin of Begoña, patron saint of Biscay. In its central part a Tau is identified, 

that adopted Saint Anthony and that was the cross of the hermits and later, the Franciscans welcomed it. 

The environment of the mural is formal, with brown tones as the habit of our titular Saints. A lighter color 

draws a cross, as if it were an explosion, a nuclear mushroom or the eruption of a volcano. It represents the 

living force, sign of pain, injustice and sin, in whose center is located a simple and impressive carving of the 

crucified Christ of great expressiveness. This statue gives meaning to the whole and to our lives saved and 

redeemed free of charge with his surrender. At his feet a sincere prayer of praise giving glory to the Lord. 

“GLORY IN HEAVEN TO GOD. GLORY IN THE SEAS AND THE MOUNTAINS”. 

 

On the sides of this praise, the mosaic opens up leaving space to the niches with the carvings of the two 

Saint Anthony, followers of Jesus Christ who they guard. In the lower part, you find the Tabernacle, also 

made of Guayacan wood brought from the Missions of Ecuador, in which the living Christ is present. 

 

Now we invite you to have a moment of recollection and prayer in front of the Tabernacle or in front of the 

main mosaic and meditate on the mystery of the Cross. After visiting the sanctuary built by people for their 

God, you can delight in the other great Sanctuary, the one that God gave to people. Contemplate the 

landscape, listen to the silence, walk in the company of the people you love or of loneliness and, let 

yourself be filled with his Presence. 

 

 
Viewpoint 

 

The journey to the north is an excellent itinerary to further the great Sanctuary of Urkiola. You will pass 

through the hermitage of True Cross that takes us to the three crosses located in the viewpoint. From that 

point an impressive panorama, which moves, is seen. 


